
 

 

 

 

Most of us read the Bible the majority of the time by our-
selves.  It is a private devotional practice.  And while that is  
important, the Bible is also meant to be read in community.  
That call to read scripture in community is part of what compels 
us to gather for worship each week, but we also need other 
times of engagement with the text and with our community out-
side of worship.  We need spaces where we can gather around 
a shared text and wrestle with it together in order to encounter God anew.  

Perhaps that is some of what we are missing in these divisive days.  The 
spaces to gather with people who are different from us but recognize a common 
God.  We need spaces where we are willing to wrestle together with a text to think 
about what God is calling us as disciples of Jesus Christ to do in our world.  We 
need safe places where we can talk and ask questions and have honest debate 
about how our faith affects not only our own lives but the lives of our neighbors.  

I am currently reading a book by my Seminary preaching professor, Dr. An-
na Carter Florence.  The book begins by saying, “If you’re hungry to encounter 
Scripture and meet a living Word, you’re in good company.  Many of us- people of 
faith, people with doubts, dedicated church members, and those who are seeking- 
are hungry these days.  We crave nourishment that will sustain us and wisdom that 
will guide us, and community that will walk with us along the way… The problem is 
that many of us are reading on our own, and… the solitary habit can lead to un-
healthy patterns.”  The book challenges the ways that we have typically gotten to-
gether to read or study the Bible and challenges us to, instead, find the script in 
scripture.  To focus on the verbs in the text, to read it out loud, to rehearse it, until 
we find something true. 

Trying to find something true in the text is what I spend my time doing.           
I spend my week thinking about the text as I go about my life.  The text is in the 
back of my mind as I fix dinner, and listen to a podcast, or go for a run.  It is in the 
back of my head as I go over spelling words with my kids or listen to the news.         
I spend my time trying to connect this ancient story to my daily life and to find some-
thing true in the text that makes sense for how I should live my life in these days.   

But I also need to be in conversation with other people in order to find some-
thing true in the text.  I need to read the text with people who have different life ex-
periences from me and who see things differently than I do.  I need to read the text 
with others who are willing to ask questions about it and wonder about it and even 
disagree about it.  We all need to be willing to wade into the text together and go on 
a journey to find truth and come out on the other side, better for the experience.  

If you would like to come along on this journey of discovering 
something true in the text, I will be teaching a class this fall on another 
book that I have read recently, Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on 
Water, and Loving the Bible Again by Rachel Held Evans.  The study 
will begin on Sunday, October 7 at 9:30 a.m. in the Youth Lounge and 
run for six weeks, finishing on November 11.  You can order the book 
on Amazon (be sure to use the First Presbyterian Peachtree City 
Smile account).   

I hope that you will join us for the class, but even if you can’t, I hope that you 
can find ways to read and talk about scripture with other people so that you can find 
something true to say about how God is at work in your life and in the world.  As Dr. 
Carter Florence writes, “For now, pull up a chair, gather a group, and get ready for 
what’s coming.  Discovering God’s Word in community is one of the best adven-
tures you’ll ever have.”  And thanks be to God for that!  Amen! 

 

Peace, 

 



 

MIDWEST FOOD BANK — For over a year First Presbyterian has volunteered at MFB two hours a month.  
If you have not yet participated, you need to come and support 
this great organization.  As a faith-based organization it is the 
mission of Midwest Food Bank to alleviate hunger and poverty 
by gathering and distributing food donations to nonprofit organi-
zations and disaster sites without cost to the recipients.  Our 
church volunteers have inspected and packaged everything from 
rice and beans and Cheez-Its to toilet paper and red noses!  All 
of these items MFB received for free, and we packaged and pre-
pared them to give to nonprofit organizations and disaster sites.  
MFB is located at 220 Parkade Ct off Hwy 74 South and Gardner 
Park.  Next opportunities to volunteer are: Oct 15 and Nov 12 
from 2-4:00. A sign-up sheet is in the Welcome Center.  Come, 
join the fun and help those in need in the southeastern region. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND A SHOUT OUT TO ALL OF THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
for organizing the Pig Out for Missions Dinner and also to 
Brandon McCuin for his incredible harmonica playing to help 
make the evening such a great success.  Due to ticket sales 
and the generous donations from many of you, we raised over 

$2000, ALL of which will help the missions our church 
supports.  Also, thank you to Dickey’s BBQ for their 
generous in-kind donation.  They did a wonderful job 
preparing the food.  All who attended had a truly fun 
evening.  Just ask the pig or raffle prize 

winner Mason DeBuc.   

 

On November 5-6, we will take a group to Thornwell Home for Children for a two-night mis-
sion trip.  We’ll learn more about their mission and needs from their representative Sherri 
Bozardt at our Wednesday night dinner October 3.  We hope to have a big turnout for this 
dinner and generate much interest in getting volunteers to participate in the mission trip. 

The next Missions fundraiser is the Autumn Leaves Concert on 
Sunday, October 14 at 3:00pm.  The Sandy Creek Select 
Women’s Choir will perform some classic standards followed 
by the Peachtree Jazz Edition, Atlanta’s premier “big band era” 
band, featuring our own Dale Phenicie.  $20 tickets are availa-
ble on Sundays in the narthex, at Wednesday night dinners, 
during the week at the Welcome Center, and at the door on the 
day of the concert.  This is a sponsored evert, so all monies 
raised go straight to the missions we support.  Expect some 
fabulous music and help support our missions! 

On September 19, spaghetti dinner items were delivered to Loaves & Fishes at St. John the Wonderworker 
Church in Atlanta.  There was enough food to feed 80 men four times or more!  Suzanne Diehl, the main 
cook, and Craig Galanos who runs the program were thrilled by the amount of food we delivered and sent a 
lovely note to our church thanking you all for the jars of sauce, pasta, meatballs and salad items.  We hope 
to collect more food for this ministry in the future.  (See note posted on Welcome Center bulletin board.) 

 

LOAVES & FISHES 

First Pres does spaghetti. 
 

Yes, oh yes, we do!  

The Presbyterian Women Potluck Kickoff Dinner 
was a huge success as over 50 ladies from the 
church enjoyed a delicious potluck dinner.  We cele-
brated the 30th Birthday of Presbyterian Women 
with our decor, singing, and a special cake.  We also 
celebrated the birthdays of Marilyn Veley and Debbie Markart.   

 

 The highlight of the evening was the awarding of our first PW Honorary Life Membership pin to Iola 
Snow.  Iola has been active at First Presbyterian Church for over 20 years, serving as our Wedding Coordi-
nator, leading and hosting the PBJ Circle in her home, coordinating ushers, communion servers, and greet-
ers.  In the community, she has been instrumental in raising funds for the yearly Alzheimer's’ Association 
Walk of Fayette County.   
 Carolyn Gulick gave a Treasurers’ Report and told about fundraisers for the year.  Circle leaders 
gave information and invited attendees to join a circle.  Candy Carson summarized the upcoming Mission 
Events.  The Prayer Shawl Ministry, Midwest Food Bank, and Dinner Groups for the upcoming year were 
highlighted by Cathy Olson.  We finished the evening with get-acquainted games by  
Morgan.  It was a fabulous evening of fun, delicious food, and fellowship for all! 

 

30 YEARS OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN — Our church library subscribes to Horizons 
magazine for Presbyterian Women.  Today’s Presbyterian 
Women organization was born in 1988.  Come check out the 
March/April edition, which highlights just part of what PW has 
seeded and achieved since then.   

May God bless our next 30 years and beyond! 

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY has been busy crocheting and knitting 
projects on Mondays during the summer from 9:30-11:30 at the home of 
Betty Keeney.  We’ve added three talented members to our group: Ditty 
Van Loo, Nancy Gibson, and Cheryl Flynn, a neighbor of Betty’s in Dover 
Square.  The following people have received afghans this quarter: Ditty 
Van Loo; Luna and Ember Bailey when they were baptized (pictured); 

Norma Gerlach, Cheryl Hall’s mother; Ronnie Ross; Christine Johnson who recently moved into affordable 
housing at Christian City; and Rosalee Hutcheson, Erin Schauer’s grandmother.  We would like to invite 
others to join our group whether you know how to knit/crochet or would like to learn.  Our shelves are over-
flowing with donated and purchased yarn, needles, and hooks for your project. E-mail 
Cathy Olson if you have questions or would like to join: cathyolson50@gmail.com. 

mailto:cathyolson50@gmail.com


WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S — The Southern Crescent Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
is Saturday, October 6.  First Presbyterian Church has joined with the “Fred 
Brown's Friends” Team to honor our own Fred Brown.  Please plan to register to 
walk/run with us and/or donate to this cause.  Go to www.georgiawalk.org, scroll to 
Peachtree City, click register or donate, go to team name “Fred Brown's Friends,” 
and click to donate or register or both.  Not computer savvy?  Bring your donation 
to the church office, and Pam will put it in the donation envelope for the Alzhei-
mer’s Walk.  Please make all checks payable to Alzheimer’s Association.   

MUSIC AT FIRST PRES is back in full swing with our flagship Chancel Choir meeting 
Wednesday evenings from 7:30-9:00 for rehearsal.  This is preceded by the Children’s 
choir from 6-6:30 where children will be learning to sing, ring chimes, play in a drum-
ming circle, and new this year, First Pres has purchased twelve guitars for them to 
use.  The Alchemy Bell Choir is busy rehearsing from 6:30-7:30 on Wednesdays pre-
paring for fall and Advent worship services.   

Organist Bill Pasch presents virtuoso organ music each Sunday and 
leads our instrumental flute, oboe, and organ trio Tamerill present-
ing beautiful music throughout the church year.  Susan Scheuer 
makes us all sound great with her piano accompaniment, and if you 
haven’t heard her musical flourish at the end of our Song of Praise, 
Glory to God, you are missing something that will make you smile.   

Instrumental soloists Tamara Grizzle, Bill Hearn, and Dale 
Phenicie are busy creating exceptional music for worship.   

A new instrumental group formed this year has 
generated a lot of buzz and will present music 
occasionally.  This ensemble, The Kitchen 
Sink Orchestra (or KSO), features a wide vari-
ety of instruments played by adults and chil-
dren and will accompany anthems and hymns.   

If you play an instrument and would like to join this group, please talk to Music Director David Stivers about 
participating in this or any of our other musical groups at First Pres. 

Our a cappella choir, Veritas, 
has begun to rehearse again 
Monday mornings after their 
extended summer break.   

They are preparing music for All Saints Day 
and Advent.   

is also back in 
action . . .  

. . . getting congre-
gational favorites 
ready to present on 
Sunday mornings. 

Men’s Quartet The Elders 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM 

 This summer, the First Pres Summer Lunch Program 
served 75 children, 25 families.  Seven hundred and forty-four 
sandwiches were made for 600 lunches.  A total of 460 miles 

were driven by our dedicated drivers Sue Heisler, Bob 
Morris, Linda Sue and David Allman.  Our sandwich 
makers Mary Ann Bowers, Candy Carson, Nancy  
Gibson, Iola Snow, Sandy Schlaver-Thomas, John 
and Susan Stevens, Phoebe Taylor, Pam Weir, and 
our dedicated dishwasher, John Stevens IV, were at 

the church every Wednesday for eight weeks as were the non-
perishable lunch packers Chuck and Jo Ann Wright and Ditty Van Loo.  Over six hundred books were sort-
ed by Oleda Hare and each child got a new book every week.  Thank you all for your service.  We also 
thank our church family for your generous support.  It truly does take a village. 
 

 The annual (and delicious) interfaith “thank you” luncheon hosted by the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints was held on August 28.  Members from all the churches that participate in the program 
attended the event, and as you can see First Pres was well represented.    
 

 If you haven’t helped with the Summer Lunch Program yet, you can start looking forward to next 
summer already.  Lunches are delivered through June and July and we’ll give you plenty of notice to get 
involved.  You’ll be glad you did.   

DINNER GROUPS have formed and most groups have had their first meeting and are getting to know 
each other over dinner (or lunch).  This year we have nine dinner groups of singles and couples who will 
meet in restaurants or homes through May.  If you missed the sign up or are a new member at First Pres-
byterian and wish to join a group, e-mail Cathy Olson at cathyolson50@gmail.com.  If you are looking for 
a great way to get to know others in your church family and enjoy fellowship, join a Dinner Group!   

 

 

 

 

You gotta admit . . . 

. . . this looks like fun! 

http://www.georgiawalk.org
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        SOME NEW FOLKS TO MEET  

First Presbyterian welcomes these new members to our church family.                                                          
We are a richer church with these additions, being blessed with their time, talents, and treasure. 

Sara Prince, Mike Sluder, Bennett Sluder, and Grady Sluder  
 

moved to Peachtree City three years ago and are happy to have found a 

church home at FPC. 
 

 Mike was baptized as a Presbyterian and grew up going to Mon-

treat.  He was formally trained in sculpture at East Carolina University 

where he earned his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 2006.  These days 

you are most likely to find artist Mike in welding leathers, elbow-deep in 

sand, or brandishing a blow torch.  As one of the country’s notable metal 

artists, Mike has made a name for himself by creating breathtaking and 

sophisticated metal art.  He is best known for his bronze vessels and 

copper wall hangings.  When not in his art studio, Mike enjoys team 

sports and riding bikes with his kids. 
 

 Sarah grew up in First Presbyterian Church, Covington, GA.  She 

earned a BA in English from Presbyterian College in 2004 and an MA and PhD in Women’s Studies in 

2011 from Emory University.  She currently works from home as the manager of Writing Across the Cur-

riculum for Walden University, a Public Benefit Corporation, headquartered in Minneapolis, MN.  When 

she is not hunched over the computer helping students, Sarah enjoys running and reading fiction.  She 

and Mike have been married for six years. 
 

 Bennett is a happy four-and-a-half-year-old and attends The Goddard School. 
 

 Grady is 15 months old and attends FPC Preschool. 
 

 

 

grew up in Amarillo, TX, and graduated from Amarillo College.  She moved to PTC in 

2009 when she retired after 37 years with the Federal Government.  She had worked 

for the VA for 27 years and with the Department of US Fish and Wildlife.  Debra 

spends her time wood carving, doing pyrography (the art or technique of decorating 

wood or leather by burning a design on the surface with a heated metallic point), 

making mosaic art, and cooking.  She is happy to have found a warm, welcoming 

church to call home. 

Emogene and Paul Griffeth celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary                            
on September 18.  Happy anniversary, Paul and Emogene. 

 

We are definitely blessed to have this wonderfully young couple                                                        
as part of our First Pres family.   

Debra Markart  

AND HOW ABOUT THESE FOLKS?  
Have you met them?   

 

AND SOME CHURCH FOLKS                                       
DOING OTHER THINGS 

There are three types of baseball players: those who make it happen, those who watch it happen, and 

Baseball is the only field of endeavor where a man (or woman) can succeed three times out of ten and 

Now, this was 
a fun summer! 

(Someone has to do it.) 

    Even God played baseball — “In the Big Inning, he made heaven and earth.” 

Tweeting about it.   



 

 

 

This summer was a blast!  We had 75 students at Vacation Bible School, we 
threw out 9000 pieces of candy at the 4th of July parade, laser tagged and roller 
skated at Starlite, and saw Christopher Robin together as a group, in between 
family travels all across the country, day camps, and tons of swimming.  Thanks 
to everyone who made this summer great for our children and youth ministries. 

 

Club 345, middlers and high schoolers are trying something brand new after a summer of travel 
and fun!  Club 345 and middlers will be meeting every other week on Wednesday nights after we 
eat dinner together as a church starting in October.  We will be using this time to re-center our-
selves for the week ahead and take a break from the go-go-go of their already busy schedules.  
Watch for more information via the bi-weekly youth newsletter.  High Schoolers meet monthly at 
the Chick-fil-A before school.  
 

 

Some special dates to look out for this fall: Trunk or Treat will be October 24!  Start buying candy and get-
ting your trunk themes ready now.  Middle Schoolers are invited to the Presbytery's Retreat at Camp Calvin 
November 2-4.  The High Schoolers will be joining Newnan Presbyterian's high schoolers for an Escape 
Room on November 4.  The Birthday Party for Jesus children's party will be at Starlite in the afternoon on 
December 1, and Parents’ Night Out is December 7.  If you'd like to be added to our newsletter or need fur-
ther information on anything mentioned here, contact Katelyn at katelyn@firstpresptc.org. 

Preschool — Fall is here!  Our little ones have adjusted to school and are having 
fun.  We are looking forward to exciting events during October, November, and De-
cember.   

 October brings one of our favorite events - a visit from the fire fighters!  They 
bring their truck and show us their equipment.  We learn safety rules and get a fire 
fighter's hat.  Our 4's and K-Town students will visit local farms for hay rides and 
pumpkin picking.  Our 2's and 3's will have their own 
pumpkin patch right here at school.  On October 30 & 
31, we will wear costumes to school and sing songs to-
gether with Ms. Jo Beth, our music teacher.   

 In November, we will begin cooking for our Thanksgiving feast.  All the 
children participate in shucking corn, snapping beans, or baking pumpkin 
bread or cookies.  We will gather together in Smith Hall and enjoy our feast 
dressed as Pilgrims or Native Americans.   

 December brings excitement and joy as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  The chil-
dren will sing for family and friends in the sanctuary on December 13 and 14 at 10:30 a.m.  We will dismiss 
for Christmas break on December 21 and return on January 8, 2019.  We love our church family and thank 
you for your continued prayers and support. 

 

will be at First Pres on December 8, 1-4:00pm to host free photos with Santa!  Do-
nate a new, unwrapped toy for the Toys for Tots program to get a free photo with 
Santa.  For info, visit www.memorybanksphotography.com. 

Do you know eight different Girl Scout troops meet in our building?  They do, 
and they are very active.  You may remember learning about the Kindness 
Rocks Garden installed by Troop 15007.  Check it out in our courtyard.  Amy 
Vassey, three troop leaders, several Girl Scouts, and one Girl Scout Dad at-

tended our Wednesday night dinner on September 19 to present a plaque to First Pres-
byterian thanking us for partnering with them as they “Build girls of courage, confidence, 
and character, who make the world a better place.”  Go to www.girlscouts.org  to learn 
more about the Girl Scout program.   

 

MEMORY BANKS PHOTOGRAPHY (Kerriann Banks)  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WED THURS FRIDAY SAT 

THE ADULT BIBLE STUDY led by Phil Hamilton and Don Walden is focusing dis-
cussion on First and Second Peter.  First Peter, of all the general letters, is proba-
bly the most read and most loved.  What is the historical background during the 
time the letter was written?  What can we learn from this ancient letter?  The the-

ology of First Peter is the theology of the early church.  Is it relevant to our lives in the 21st century?  All are 
invited to this study and discussion from 9:30-10:30 Sunday morning in classroom AE-4.  

Google it! 
 FPC 

Program:  

Thornwell 

Program:  

Robert Hay 
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Thanksgiving Dinner 

Middle School Retreat 
“Created to Belong”                

thru Sunday 

w Newnan             
Pres 

Legacy 

Theatre  

Away in the 

Basement    

(A Church 

Basement 

Ladies 

Christmas) 

PWs GO TO THE LEGACY THEATRE — If you enjoyed The Church Basement Ladies, you won’t want 
to miss Away in the Basement—A Church Basement Ladies Christmas, on Saturday, November 17 at 3:00.  
Men and women are invited to sign up in the Welcome Center now and pay with cash or a check made out 
to Cathy Olson for $26.  Contact Cathy if you have questions. 
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