
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Being a follower of Jesus Christ is never easy.  Being 
a Christian, and trying to follow Jesus’ command to love God 
and to love our neighbor, is complicated at best.  Because 
every day we make decisions on how to live out that com-
mandment to love our neighbors.  Sometimes we get it pretty 
right and sometimes we get it very wrong.  We do this as individuals and as a 
church, because it just isn’t always easy to do the right thing.  
 

 I have really been wrestling with this a lot lately.  Some of you may know   
that a woman who is experiencing homelessness has been staying on the front 
porch of our church off and on since March.  At first, she was staying at the Bap-
tist church next door and would just stop by to visit from time to time and maybe 
get something from the Fayette Samaritans donation box.  But, eventually, she 
was asked to leave the Baptist church and she started staying here.  We thought 
this was temporary, but it soon became obvious that she was here for longer than 
we anticipated.  

 After talking with her, I found out more of her story.  She is on a waiting list 
for a Section 8 apartment, where the rent is 1/3 of a person’s monthly income, 
which in her case is from Social Security.  The Elders have gone back and forth 
about how to handle this situation.  We all agree that having someone sleep on 
the front porch of the church isn’t a good long-term solution, but we also don’t 
want to turn someone away that doesn’t have anywhere else to go.  Other places 
where she has stayed around town have started calling the police on her and 
have told her that her things will be thrown away if they are left there.  So, for 
now, she is staying on our front porch while we try to help secure more perma-
nent housing for her. 

 My children know about this situation and are very concerned about her.  
My youngest wanted us to invite her to come live in our guestroom.  And the truth 
is, I really didn’t have a good answer for why I wouldn’t let her do that.  Because, 
in truth, that might be the right thing to do.  There is no easy answer.  Loving our 
neighbors is complicated, and messy, and never easy.   

 I write this to admit that this is something that I struggle with just like all of 
you.  For a long time, every time her bags would disappear for a few days, I would 
hope that she wouldn’t come back, because then it wouldn’t be our problem any 
longer.  But, inevitably, they would always return.  Our neighbor literally showed 
up at our doorstep and asked us to love her, by allowing her to sleep on the front 
porch.  It seems like the least that we can do.  But it isn’t easy.  

 And if you are anything like me, just trying to follow the news these days is 
overwhelming.  There is so much injustice in the world and it seems like there is 
nothing we can do to help change it.  It is all too easy to hope the problems will 
just go away and not really become our problems.  We can’t fix all of the prob-
lems in the world, but that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t try and fix the ones that 
we can.  

 I don’t have any answers. I don’t know how to fix homelessness, or the ref-
ugee crisis, or immigration, or wars, or poverty, or anything else.  But hopefully 
that won’t keep me from trying to at least do something to help love my neighbor, 
especially when they literally show up on our doorstep asking for help.  
 

Peace, 

 



 

MIDWEST FOOD BANK 

It is the mission of Midwest Food Bank to alleviate hunger and pov-
erty by gathering and distributing food donations to nonprofit organi-
zations and disaster sites without cost to the recipients.  Their great-
est privilege is to share the blessings with over 292 agencies in a 
300-mile radius of Atlanta.  Each year they distribute millions of dol-
lars of product, free-of-charge.  First Presbyterian has volunteered 
at Midwest Food Bank on a monthly basis for the last year.  Our 
church has also given a gift of $1000 to MFB.  This summer we are 
eager to have school-age children join us in volunteering at MFB on 
July 16, August 13, and September 17.  We never know what our 
task will be but we always have a lot of fun working together and knowing that we are helping others in need.  
Sign up in the Welcome Center and let us know the ages of your children.  Be sure to wear your First Presby-
terian T-shirt (red or blue), closed-toe shoes, and your name tag.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY — The Prayer Shawl Ministry was started by church mem-
ber Katie Harris in 2016.  Since July of that year, we have given away over 50 afghans/
shawls to members of the congregation who have had surgery or suffered an illness, in 
addition to babies who are baptized.  The Prayer Shawl Ministry now has ten members 
who are knitting or crocheting projects for our church family.  This summer we are meet-
ing twice a month on Mondays from 9:30-11:30: July 9 and July 23.  When school starts 
we will meet weekly beginning on August 6.  Our Yarn Closet is full of lovely colored 
skeins of yarn, needles, and hooks.  If you already know how to crochet or knit or would 
like to learn, please join our group.  In the last few months we have given afghans to: 
Rosemary Walden, Sharon Worley (Kim Diffey’s mother), our dear Paula Dougherty, 
Russ Lenz, Ditty Van Loo (pictured), Marilyn Darmody, and Ember and Luna Bailey.  

DOOR ATL MISSION TRIP — DOOR's Discover Program.  Carolyn Gulick, Cathy and David Ol-
son, Morgan Hay, Bob Morris, and Kathy Allgeier headed off to Atlanta on Monday, May 7.  We 
stayed at Central Presbyterian Church near the state capitol building in their spacious and ac-
commodating youth room.  Adjacent to the church is the Out-
reach and Advocacy Center, which helps people get birth 
certificates and social security cards and helps with teaching 
the skills necessary to secure jobs.  We painted the walls of 
the waiting area of the center to help the room look more wel-
coming and calming for their clients.  For dinner, we went to 

the home where four YAV (Young Adult Volunteers) reside.  These out-
standing men and women who live on a very small stipend, serve for a 
year working at the Outreach and Advocacy Center, Mercy Church, and 
the Furniture Exchange, which gives qualified participants free furniture to 
set up housing needs. 

 

On Tuesday, we started our day bright and early helping prepare and serve brunch to the 
homeless through Loaves and Fishes at St. John the Wonderworker Orthodox Church near 
Grant Park.  Monday through Friday, these incredible volunteers work hard preparing a fill-
ing and nutritious meal for 50-80 hungry men.  We were honored and humbled to be working 
alongside them.  We had lunch near the Pittsburgh suburb of the city that is being helped by 
several community partnerships to preserve and improve the neighborhood with grocery 
stores, transportation needs, and restaurants.  They also improve housing to be more livable 
and affordable.  We then toured the very inspirational Martin Luther King Center and 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. 
 

In the near future, the Mission Team will be taking a meal to Loaves and Fishes to help with their meal prepara-
tion.  We will ask the congregation for specific items to add to the menu.  We hope many of you will help us 
with this endeavor.  All of us who participated in this very brief Mission Trip came away inspired with a very real 
sense of the hardships and needs of the homeless and impoverished living in Atlanta.  We feel committed to 
helping in this very pressing need in whatever way we can.  

 
 

During the summer most of our circles are taking a break except for 
Sisters Growing in Faith, which meets the second Friday of the 
month at 10:30 in the church’s conference room, with lunch after-
wards.  There are still plenty of opportunities for the women of the 
church to help with this summer: Summer Lunch Program, Volun-

teer at Midwest Food Bank, Prepare Communion, knit or crochet with the Prayer Shawl Ministry, provide 
sanctuary flowers for worship, come to church for the Faces of Our Faith Summer Sermon Series, or deco-
rate and ride on the First Pres float in the PTC 4th of July Parade.   
 

 In April, twenty-one women enjoyed a potluck lunch at the church and 
the play Godspell at the Legacy Theatre in Tyrone.  We all look forward to 
another performance soon.  
 

 Our Potluck PW Kickoff Dinner will be held on Monday, August 27 at 
6:00 in Smith Hall.  Mark your calendar so you won’t miss this fun evening of 
delicious food and fellowship with other women of the church.  We are excit-
ed that we will be adding a fifth circle next year: a Young Stay at Home 
Moms’ Group led by Amy Morgan.  They will be studying a book to be chosen 
soon about Motherhood.  If you are interested in joining this group, get in 
touch with Amy.  We will also have our other four circles:  Sisters Growing in 
Faith meets 10:30 on the 2nd Friday of the month led by Elizabeth Hiatt.  In 
July and August, SGiF Circle also meets on the 4th Friday.  PBJ Circle meets in the home of Iola Snow at 
7:00 the 2nd Thursday of the month led by Iola Snow.  New Day Circle meets at the church at 9:30 the 
fourth Monday of the month led by Cathy Olson.  These three circles will be studying the Horizon’s Bible 
Study, God’s Promise—I Am With You.  Elizabeth Circle is a group of younger moms, and they meet the 
third Sunday after church and are led by Amanda DeBuc. 
 

 If you are interested in being a part of a circle next year, please contact Elizabeth Hiatt or Cathy    
Olson.  We would love to have you join us! 

Summer is here, school is out, and it’s the perfect time to curl up with a great book.  Come visit our Church 
Library on Sundays to see our wide variety of books: fiction, non-fiction, biography, 
Bibles, study books, audio books, juvenile and children’s books.  There is some-
thing for everyone to enjoy for free!  Just write your name on the card in the front of 
the book and put it in the wooden box on the desk.  You may keep the book as long 

as you want, but we love to receive books back that you are done reading.  You can return it to the box out-
side of the library when you are finished with it.  
 

Our library subscribes to Horizons- The Magazine for Presbyterian Women.  This month’s is-
sue is about Faith and Creativity.  It encourages us to approach all of our commitments with a 
spirit of creativity and a willingness to try something new.  You can read about people who are 
creative or try one of the hands-on activities that will let you flex your creative muscles and 
offer handmade encouragement, prayers, and support to people you love.  Whatever creative 
gifts you have (and whether flourishing or sprouting), we hope that this issue inspires you to 
create with the faith through which you, part of God’s creation, add beauty to the world.  

 

You will also want to check out Joel Cowan’s Historical Timeline & Comments of Peachtree City.  Joel is 
one of the foundering fathers of Peachtree City.  He tells the story of our city, how it began and how it has 
changed over the years.  If you are new to Peachtree City or have lived here for a long time, this is an inter-
esting read about our fabulous city! 

 

 

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM—The Summer Lunch program is in full swing.  We’ve been mak-
ing sandwiches, packing lunches, and donating books to area children since the first week of 
June.  The program will continue through the last week of July.  We are grateful to our First 
Pres family for the support you have given this program: donations of books, financial contribu-
tions, sandwich-making volunteers (it’s not as easy as it sounds!), and delivery drivers.  

Thank you, all!   

 



Two anthems by First Pres Organist and Composer in Residence Bill Pasch and his frequent com-
posing partner Bob Weaver (of Needham MA) were featured in singing at a recent workshop in 
Amherst MA sponsored by the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  The anthems were the 
Augsburg Fortress-published What Can It Mean That Jesus Is Arisen? and the St. James Music 
Press-published We All Believe.  The workshop was held at Immanuel Lutheran Church, where 
Bill and Bob met in Bill’s 1970’s grad school days and where they were both influenced by the 
campus-church pastor, Richard Koenig, to whom the What Can It Mean anthem was dedicated.   

 

Bill Pasch was also honored in May with a “Heart for the Arts” award by the Griffin Area Arts Alliance for his 
community volunteerism through Griffin Choral Arts.  Since the founding of GCA in 2007 Bill sang in the chorus, 
served for six years on the Board of Directors, managed copyright and performance-permissions issues, and 
wrote program notes (many of which were later quoted in programs by other choruses elsewhere in the country). 

On May 27, the anthem We All Believe, co-composed by Bill and his Massachusetts friend Bob Weaver, served 
as the choir anthem at the First Presbyterian Church in Milledgeville Georgia, where Georgia College choral di-
rector Jennifer Flory serves as the congregation’s choir director.  This anthem has remained in the “Top 100” 
anthems at St. James Music Press since it was published in 2011. 

Pentecost Sunday was a special celebration at First Pres.  Morgan preached about 
the first Pentecost; many wore red, and we enjoyed cookies and lemonade outside 
the front doors of the church.  It was a festive atmosphere with red balloons and 
members of the congregation enjoying fellowship together after worship.   
 

Thank you, Deacons, for hosting this meaningful and fun event.  

Notes 
Organ 

An adult Bible Study led by Phil Hamilton and Don Walden will begin on Sunday, Septem-
ber 9.  We will focus our discussion on First and Second Peter.  First Peter, of all the gen-
eral letters, is probably the most read and most loved.  What is the historical background 

during the time the letter was written?  What can we learn from this ancient letter?  The theology of First Peter is 
the theology of the early church.  Is it relevant to our lives in the 21st century?  All are invited to attend this study 
and discussion.  We will meet at 9:30 on Sunday morning and will end at 10:30 in order for choir members, 
greeters, and ushers to be able to attend as well.  We’ll meet in the classroom across from the Choir room.   

Our Atlanta Braves didn’t win against the San Diego Padres,                             
but the First Pres fans had a great time                                                

at the old ballgame! 

 



        SOME NEW FOLKS TO MEET  

First Presbyterian welcomes these new members to our church family.                                                          
We are a richer church with these additions, being blessed with their time, talents, and treasure. 

Roxann Loebker 

Roxann says that she was drawn to First Presbyterian Church by its really friendly members 
and great sermons.  She lives in Thomas Crossroads and is retired from a small investment 
firm in Midtown.  She loves retirement and does not miss the commute to the city.  Roxann is a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin and remains a  loyal Badgers’ football and Green Bay 
Packers fan.  Roxann loves to travel and is a devoted World War II history buff.  Roxann shares 
her home with her dog, Trixie, and her cat, Lili. 

Abra, Mike, Ember, and Luna Bailey 

Abra was born in upstate New York, grew up in Fayetteville, and graduated from 
Fayette County High School.  She is also a graduate of Brenau University and Sa-
vannah School of Art and Design.  Abra was an art teacher for seven years and is 
currently a stay-at-home mom to Ember and Luna.  She enjoys art (yes, see below), 
sewing, and running. 

Mike is a native of western Pennsylvania and a Pennsylvania State University grad-

uate.  He served in the United States Naval Construction Battalions, better known 

as the Seabees, as a Petty Officer, 3rd Class.  Mike works in engineering at Com-

cast Corporation’s Central Division Headquarters near SunTrust Park.  His hobby is 

4x4 off-roading! 

OTHERS IN NEW (or not-so-new) ROLES 
This year’s VBS — Shipwrecked, Rescued by Jesus — When we feel shipwrecked... Jesus rescues!  Yeah, dude!  
Thank you to everyone who volunteered and donated for our Vacation Bible School this year.  Each day, we had 
about 65-70 students laughing and learning about Jesus.  As we said our goodbyes on Friday, lots of kids said 
they couldn’t wait to come back next year!  It could not have been a better week and a huge part of that was the 
unwavering support and prayers of our congregation. 

Katelyn Nutter Dowling—Christian Ed and Children’s Ministry Director.   

New member Abra Bailey—Decorating; Music—David Stivers, Fred Bryant, Rick Sanderson; 
Morgan Hay—Bible Story (she’s done this before!); Judy & Bob Rogers with Barbara Hen-
derson—Kid Vid; Michelle Spears & Monica Lindstrom—Crafts; Kerriann Banks & Chrisa 
Gamez—Recreation; Cathy Olson—Preschool; Alice Hamilton & Susan Lloyd—Snacks; Pho-
tographs & Volunteer Snacks—Carolyn Gulick.  Guides — Elizabeth Hiatt, Jordan Geiger, 
Nina Fountain, Micah Dowling, Sandra and Isaac Oh, Clark Isaacson, Samuel & Jackson 
Thornhill, Katy Spade, Alex Meyer, Jessica Ding.  Bruce Earhart was a week-long roving 
helper.  And an especially big thank you to Monica Lindstrom and Michelle Spears who, in 
addition to running a really fun crafts room, reprised their roles from last year as the “If you want VBS done 
right, ask Michelle and Monica to help you” wonder women.  Thank you to all for a super 2018 VBS! 

 

 

 

 

AND SOME FOLKS AT CHURCH,                       
BUT NOT ON SUNDAY MORNING 

Greetings First Presbyterian Church from the Girl Scouts of Troop 15007.  We were so grateful this past year 
that the church allowed us to use your classrooms for our Troop meetings that we wanted to show our appreci-
ation.  The girls had been finding painted rocks around Peachtree City and Fayetteville and were curious as to 
what the meaning was behind the painted rocks.  Through our research using the power of Google (smile), we 
found the true meaning around the rocks.  The Kindness Rock Project was started by Megan Murphy who was 
trying to cope with the loss of her parents.  The first kindness rocks were natural white rocks found on her daily 
beach walks.  The rocks showed her that her parents were still with her and lifted her spirits.  In order to share 
her experience with others, she decided to write kind words on these unique rocks and drop them on her daily 
walks.  She would overhear people talking about the nice rocks they’d found on the beach and knew that these 
messages could lift spirits across the world.  This endeavor that started with one woman spreading her comfort 
to others has grown across the country.  The girls of Troop 15007 couldn’t think of a better gift for Peachtree 
City First Presbyterian Church than to repay your generosity with a way for you to spread the grace that you’ve 
bestowed on us into the world.  In order to complete the garden in time for bridging to Juniors, the girls made 
the rocks following their meetings.  The paint, the words, the picture, and the phrases are all original and were 
written with love.  To spread the message further, Troop 15007 also taught Daisy Troop 17011 about the rocks 
and also invited other Girl Scout Troops that meet at the church to provide kindness rocks as well.  So, if you 
are having a bad day, need words of encouragement, or just want to take a look, wander into the courtyard and 
pick up a rock, read the kind words, and envision us smiling at you and giving you a warm hug.   
#The Kindness Rock Project - Take One, Share One or Add One 

 
 

Created by: Saratou Bah, Kailee Black, Josephine Brunson, Lauren Cronin, Ava Daniels, Camryn Dawson, 
Chloe Dilworth, Kayla Metzger, and Robyn Sanders  



 

 

 

Club 345 and Youth Group wrapped up our year in May with a riveting game of slip and slide kick ball as a 
kick-off to our summer!  Huge thanks to everyone who volun-
teered to bring dinners for our students all year round.  From or-
dering pizzas to make-your-own tacos and homemade brownies, 
our students ate well this year and we thank you!  
 Watch your e-mails for further summer events.  We’ve got 
plans to play the night away at Starlite in July, a private showing 
of the Incredibles 2, and various pop-up dinners.  Remember to 
take Flat Jesus with you on all your trips so we can see where  
Jesus traveled this summer!  
 Mark your calendars for a fun end-of-summer party on Au-
gust 19, and we will officially go back to our 1st and 3rd Sundays 
starting September 16.    
 Thank you so much for an amazing year!  

Katelyn Nutter Dowling, DCE 

Christy Utt, Director 

Preschool—Summer time is fun time at preschool!  Our 
first week of Summer Fundays was a swimming suc-
cess and we look forward to two more weeks of fun.  
For our “Animal Adventures” week, we learned about 
lots of different kinds of animals and even had a visit 
from a petting zoo!  In week two we will be using our 
imagination for “Let’s Pretend” week—pirates, prin-
cesses, cowboys, and super heroes will fill our halls.  
Week three is all about adventure under the sea for 
“Ocean Fun.”  We serve 60 – 70 preschool age chil-

dren in each Funday session, led by our preschool staff.  These mini-camps 
are lots of fun for the children and teachers! 
 

Back to school is just around the corner.  Preschool staff reports August 7 for 
work days.  Parent Orientation and Meet the Teacher Days are August 15  
and 16.  Preschool teachers will be contacting their students to let them know 
which day their class meets.  First day of preschool is Monday, August 20.  
Once school starts, the preschool parking lot will be busy with carpool traffic 
every morning from 8:50 – 9:15 and every afternoon from 11:45 – 12:15.  For 
the safety of our students, traffic must only flow in one direction during carpool 
times.  Thank you for helping to keep our little ones safe as they come and go 
from school. 

 

“I love the way our Youth Group 

folded the bulletins this week.” 
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