
 

  

 

 

Sabbatical Supply Pastor 
 

We are pleased to introduce                                                                

the Reverend Sarah Chamberlain Hooker.  Sarah is serving 
as our minister while Morgan is on her sabbatical this sum-
mer.  Please join us in welcoming Reverend Hooker and her 
family to First Pres! 
 

Reverend Hooker is a Minister in the PCUSA, ordained on January 27, 2013, 
and she was in the class after Morgan at Columbia Seminary in Decatur.  Most 
recently, Sarah was the installed pastor at First Presbyterian Church in Delhi 
NY.  Her family moved to Atlanta in December of 2016. 
 

Sarah’s husband, Christopher, is a PHD candidate in Hebrew Bible at Prince-
ton Theological Seminary and works for the Society of Biblical Literature as the 
Serial and Digital Resources Manager.  Sarah and Christopher have a three-
year-old son, Eli.   
 

Reverend Hooker was a unanimous choice, and we are excited to have her as 
our supply pastor this summer.  Sarah will be here on Sundays, at called meet-
ings as moderator of the Session, and for any emergency care needs.   

 

 

 

"Blessing That Undoes Us"  

from Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons  

by Jan Richardson  

On the day you are wearing your certainty like a cloak and                                             
your sureness goes before you like a shield or like a sword,  

may the sound of God’s name spill from your lips                                                               
as you have never heard it before.  

May your knowing be undone.  May mystery confound your understanding.  

May the Divine rain down in strange syllables yet with an ancient familiarity,     
a knowing borne in the blood, the ear, the tongue, bringing the clarity                     

that comes not in stone or in steel but in fire, in flame.  

May there come one searing word - enough to bare you to the bone,                       
enough to set your heart ablaze, enough to make you whole again. 



The Tenettes: an Appreciation 
 

by David Stivers 
 

My work as Music Director at First Presbyterian Church, Peachtree City, has encompassed 
nearly two decades, though not consecutively.  It has been my great honor to serve this congre-
gation and I have met many wonderful people through this ministry. 

 

 There are three people for whom I am particularly grateful.  They are three ladies who were faithful to the 
Chancel Choir and who sang for many years, but have since retired from the choir.  The thing that made them unusu-
al is that they sang in the tenor section, which is normally reserved for men.  Because it was so unusual, they even 
came up with a name for themselves - “The Tenettes.”  These ladies were: Barbara Weir, Barbara Crenshaw, and 
Wanda Jennings.  They were steadfast, spirit-filled, talented, and all possessed a great sense of humor. 
 

 Barbara Weir reads music well and loves a particular anthem by Kentucky folksinger Jeanne Ritchie titled 
“Goin’ to that City.”   When I came back to First Pres in 2013, the only request she had was that we sing that anthem 
again with Don Walden as the tenor soloist, which we promptly did.  Barbara was also the music librarian, and she 
created a spreadsheet of all the music in the choir library.  It is a document I use every week, and it is a much-
appreciated tool. 
 

 Barbara Crenshaw was another Tenette who could be counted on to hit the right notes and deliver the occa-
sional verbal zinger in rehearsal at the perfect moment.  She, too, was faithful and a sweet-spirited soul.  I still miss 
her terribly. 
 

 Last was Wanda Jennings who left First Pres just before I came back.  I remember Wanda as the cook for our 
annual trips to Montreat, and her late husband Terry as the Chief-Bottle-Washer.  Wanda could read music like the 
other Tenettes, too, and was a delight to be around. 
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These three women will always hold a special place 
in my heart.  I appreciate them and I am grateful for 
the contributions they made to worship services at 
First Pres. 

 Bill’s anthem Now Thank We 
All Our God (published by St. James 
Music Press) was sung at Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church in downtown 
Greensboro NC.  (This piece will also 
be sung at FPC in the near future.) 
 

 His anthem (co-composed with 
his friend Bob Weaver) We All Believe 
was sung at St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) in Jacksonville 
FL.  This anthem has remained on the 
“Top 100” list at St. James Music Press 
since its publication in 2011. 
 

 (Trinity Sunday is especially 
auspicious for Bill, since his PhD dis-
sertation was on Trinitarian Symbolism 
in the medieval English Corpus Christi 
plays.) 

 Two compositions by FPC organist and composer-in-residence Bill Pasch were performed on 
Trinity Sunday (June 11) at major churches in the Southeast. 

                                  We All Believe 
 

We all believe in One God, eternal, true, and holy One:  
Maker of all  things in heav'n and earth both invisible 
and seen;  
The Father, Jehovah, the Ancient of Days,  
al l  perfect Source of pow'r and mercy, all  worthy of praise.  
 

And in Christ Jesus we believe: God's only Son, our saving Lord.  
Though born of our flesh he is ful ly one with almighty God on high.  
Though crucified, buried, He rose to l i fe that has no end;  
from God's right hand he comes in glory as judge and as friend.  
 

And both from infinite God and from Christ, God's only Son,  
comes forth the Holy Spirit, Comforter, Sanctifying Fire Divine.  
All  Three are yet One in the holy mystery of faith  
that joins the Church throughout the world with the joy of the saints.  
 

Great Trinity, One holy God: Creator, Savior, Spirit blest!  
Your boundless Grace is our hope and strength, ever present,                
ever new.  
We sing alleluia! We raise our song of victory,  
for we are one in Christ now and eternally!  
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MFB VOLUNTEERS—June 12, 2017 

Midwest Food Bank 

Look What God Is Doing!  This year Midwest Food Bank sup-
ported 277 agencies distributing 126,296 cases of food.  Our 
church is part of the 1,424 volunteers who have given of their 
time to help nonprofit organizations and disaster sites.  Each 
month we provide 12-24 volunteers who inspect and package 
food and non-food items for two hours.  In March we also pro-
vided lunch to the volunteers who “load out” food to organiza-
tions.  They were very excited to have a delicious lunch con-
sisting of fried chicken, potato salad, pasta salad, baked beans 
and a variety of desserts after a hard morning of work. 

Please join us on July 17 from 2-4:00 at 220 Parkade Court off 
Highway 74 South and Gardner Park.  Please wear your First 
Presbyterian T-shirt, closed-toed shoes, and your nametag. 

Our church supports MFB each year contributing $1000.  If you 
would like to contribute to MFB here are some of their needs: 

 -Payoff new construction balance to remain debt-free 
of $450,000. 

 -Semi-tractor to bring in more food and two additional 
road-worthy trailers. 

 -Volunteer CDL truck drivers. 

 -Financial support for daily operations. 

“At the end of the day, it’s not about what you have or even 
what you’ve accomplished.  It’s about what you’ve done with 
those accomplishments.  It’s about who you’ve lifted up, who 
you’ve made better.  It’s about what you’ve given back.”  

                                     ~Denzel Washington, A Hand to Guide  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is not meeting this summer but we are all working on our pro-
jects at home.  We would love to have more people join this ministry.  If you have extra 
time this summer and would like to learn to knit or crochet, or if you need needles, hooks 
or yarn to get started contact Cathy Olson (678-438-3577).  We have a nice selection of 
yarn to help you create a beautiful shawl or afghan. 

In the fall we will begin meeting on Monday, September 11 from 10:00-12:00 
near the elevators downstairs.  Pictured is Glynda Haynes, our latest afghan 
recipient, who is recuperating from surgery for her broken wrist and ankle.   

First Presbyterian Church will be hosting our second  

Golf for Missions Golf Tournament  

on Monday, September 18 at Braelinn Golf Course in 
Peachtree City.  The proceeds from this event will be do-
nated to the many community and worldwide missions that 
we help support.  You and your golfing friends are invited 
to join us for this enjoyable event.  For our event to be a 
success, we depend on generous sponsors, donors, golf-
ers, and volunteers.  Look for registration forms at the Wel-
come Center as well as sponsorship opportunities.  The 
cost per player is $100 with a scramble format.  Registra-
tion starts at 8:00 a.m. with a 10:00 a.m. shotgun start. 

At our last golf tournament, many of our members chose to 
place a sign in honor of or in memory of friends or loved 
ones at one of the holes.  We will offer the same opportuni-
ty this year, so please keep this in mind as we get closer to 
the tournament time.  The cost per sign is $100.  There are 
many other sponsorship opportunities available and ex-
plained on the sponsor forms.  This is a great way to pro-
mote your businesses. 

Please look for the forms soon, form your foursome, and 
sign up to participate in the Golf for Missions Tournament, 
which promises to be a fun day for everyone.  If you have 
questions, please contact Sheryl Watford, Kathy Allgeier, 
or Bob Morris. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Golf Course! 

~The Missions Team 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 211 sponsored by First Presbyterian Church is having a busy summer even though 
school is out.  This summer the scouts are attending camp at Sidney Dew in the north Georgia mountains, 

and some will attend Philmont Scout Ranch, covering 140,000 acres of wilderness in the New Mexico Rocky Moun-
tains.  This is a high-adventure base where the scouts will partake in backpacking expeditions.  Some of the Troop 
211 scouts volunteered at VBS at First Pres in June.  As usual, with this troop, they have more Eagle Scouts on the 
way.  Brandon Payne is planning to complete his Eagle Project at First Pres.  Troop 211 will continue to meet weekly 

at our church during the summer. 
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The June 2 men’s group at J. Christopher’s   

FIRST PRES BRAVES NIGHT OUT 

Friday night, June 9 saw a fantastic turn-
out of First Pres Braves fans at the 
Braves vs. Mets game at SunTrust Park.  
What a great game it was with the Braves 
winning in the bottom of the 9th, 3-2, in 
front of a crowd of 35,000.  The evening 
included a Bartolo Colon Bobblehead 
and a fantastic post-game fireworks dis-
play.  We’re already looking forward to 
the 2018 First Pres Braves Night Out.  

Dinner groups are a fun way to get to know 
others in our First Pres family.  Small groups 
of people get together once a month to enjoy 
each other and great food.  A sign-up sheet 
will be posted at the Welcome Center in July 
for the next round of Dinner Groups.  Each 
group will consist of seven to eight people.  
We hope to form groups of people who have 
not been together in the past three years, so 
we can get to know new folks at First Presby-
terian.  We will be mixing those who previ-
ously specified in-home or restaurant groups 
into the one group.  Each couple/person in a group will choose a month, and they can 
decide if they want to host at their home or select a restaurant for all.  This is a great 
way to meet and get to know members of the congregation, so come and join the fun! 

The men’s breakfast group continues to be a big suc-
cess.  The guys meet at J. Christopher’s, 8:30 a.m., on 
the first Friday of the month.  This group has been get-
ting together for 2-1/2 years, enjoying excellent fellow-
ship and great food.  Come join them (you men, that is).  
Sign up at the Welcome Center or call Bob Morris. 

Doesn’t this look like fun?  First Pres Dinner Groups. 

 

Breakfast . . .  

Dinner . . .  

A Night at the Ballpark.  

More pics at https://www.mychurchevents.com/subscriber/calendar/edit/month/2017-06-01 
and the First Pres Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/firstpresptc. 
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I pledge allegiance to the Flag,  

of the United States of America  

and to the Republic for which it stands,  

one nation, under God, indivisible,  

with Liberty and Justice for all. 

The American Red Cross has an urgent need for blood.  Please con-
sider donating at the Red Cross Blood Drive at First Pres on July 6, 12-
6pm.  Why give blood? Because, while the need for blood and platelets 

remains constant throughout the summer, the American Red Cross experiences a drastic 
decline in giving due to vacations.  Every 2 seconds, someone in America needs blood.  
The Red Cross must collect 14,000 units of blood every day to meet this need.  Please 
consider donating your blood for this worthy cause.  Walk-ins are welcome.  
As a bonus, at this drive the Red Cross will raffle two tickets to the Braves vs. 
Diamondbacks baseball game on Saturday, July 15.  Winners need not be 
present to win; they will be notified.  Please help.  July 6.  12-7pm.  First Pres. 

 

at First Pres 

https://www.mychurchevents.com/subscriber/calendar/edit/month/2017-06-01
https://www.facebook.com/firstpresptc


 

 

 

It may be summer but things are still buzzing at FPK!   

We are hosting 4 weeks of Summer Fundays this summer and they are jam-packed with fun.  In June, 

we had a visit from the petting zoo and explored the friends at the pond.  In July, we will have a week 

of pretend, and an ocean adventure.  There will be lots of water fun each week too, to keep us cool.   

 The Preschool will be remodeling some classrooms over the summer.  Room 5 is getting new 

cabinets, counters, and flooring.  Rooms 13 and 14 are getting fresh paint, and Room 14 is getting a new en-

trance.  All in time to start a new school year.   

 A few familiar faces have retired this year, so we welcome new teachers on staff.  Our 

teachers return August 8 for planning and in-service meetings.  Our students begin on August 

21.  We are planning for nearly 200 children this year!  With classes for Toddlers through Kindergarten, we look 

forward to another wonderful year.                                                                          ~Christy Utt, Preschool Director 

At our 2017 VBS Everywhere Fun Fair, we learned that “Neighbors are . . .  

Between VBS, Father’s Day, and creating cards for our church family overseas, it has been a busy sum-

mer!  VBS was a huge success!  Michelle and Monica were incredible VBS directors and the proof was in 

the smiles of the children and their interest in learning more about God.                                                       

                                     ~Victoria Pou, Children’s Church (Interim) Director 
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Now that school is out and summer is here, it’s a great time to catch up on your reading.            
We have many wonderful books in our library.  Here are two that might interest you. 

There Is No Good Card for This: What To Say and Do When Life Is Scary, Awful, and Unfair to 
People You Love by Kelsey Crowe, Ph.D. and Emily McDowell.   

 When someone you know is hurting, you want to let her know that you care.  But many people don’t know 
what words to use—or are afraid of saying or doing the wrong thing.  This thoughtful, instructive guide, from empathy 
expert Dr. Kelsey Crowe and greeting card maverick Emily McDowell blends well-researched, actionable advice 
with the no-nonsense humor and the signature illustration style of McDowell's immensely popular Empathy Cards to 
help you feel confident in connecting with anyone experiencing grief, loss, illness, or any other difficult situation. 

(“I just finished reading this great book and I can say that I am really trying to be a better listener and show more 
compassion when communicating with friends and family.”  ~Cathy Olson)   

 While Morgan is on her sabbatical, try this book about a young family’s commitment to a practice of Sabbath-keeping.   

Sabbath in the Suburbs: A Family's Experiment with Holy Time (The Young Clergy Women Project) by Rev. MaryAnn McKibben-
Dana.  Dana, a Presbyterian pastor, brings a fresh voice and energy to the familiar topic of time management as understood by 
people who would describe themselves as either religious, or spiritual but not religious.  Dana writes in a distinct voice about 
making a traditional religious practice meaningful to contemporary families. 

 

Coram Deo Classical School  

What an exciting year we had in 2016-17!  We hosted our first ever history fair, enjoyed our spring play, Rodger and 
Hammerstein's The Sound of Music, and graduated a wonderful, dedicated group of seniors!  We will be celebrating 

the ancient times in our classical rotation next year: we will study all things ancient beginning with Genesis.   We are looking 
forward to another full and busy learning year!  Thank you to First Pres for helping make this happen.       ~The Coram Deo Staff 

Please see the new Presbyterian Women’s banner (displayed in various locations throughout the church).  
The banner will be taken to all PW meetings to represent First Presbyterian Church.   

The banner, with our new church logo and colors, was made by Gail Joiner and Donna Wood.    

March- Elizabeth Hiatt and Cheryl Hall attended the 
Presbyterian Women 30

th
 Annual Gathering meeting 

at Philadelphia Presbyterian Church in Forest Park. 

April- Thirty-two ladies enjoyed a potluck lunch after 
church and attended the live performance of Church Basement Ladies at the Legacy Theater in Tyrone. 

May- Sharon Brickell and Elizabeth Hiatt attended the PWP Coordinating Team meeting at Eastminster Presbyterian Church in 
Stone Mountain.  Sharon Brickell will now be serving as the Director 8 Leader. 

June- On Saturday, June 3 First Presbyterian hosted an Officers’ Training Workshop for the Greater Atlanta Presbytery from 
9:00-12:00.  We met in Smith Hall and provided a delicious breakfast and drinks for 15 ladies.  An informative meeting was held 
for Moderators and Treasurers from various churches in the area. 
 

Mark your Calendars- All women of the church are invited to the PW Kick-off Dinner on Tuesday, August 29, at 6:00 in Smith 
Hall. Make plans now to attend a fun evening of fellowship and delicious food. 

https://smile.amazon.com/Sabbath-Suburbs-Familys-Experiment-Project/dp/0827235216/ref=sr_1_12?ie=UTF8&qid=1496260661&sr=8-12&keywords=living+the+sabbath


SOME NEW FOLKS TO MEET  
First Presbyterian welcomes the following new members to our church family.  

We are a richer church with these additions, being blessed with their time, talents, and treasure. 

 

Nancy Bartlett joined 4/30/17 Fred and Arlene Taylor joined 4/30/17 

Ann Foster joined 5/21/17 

Amy Morgan                                                                         
Jonathan & Victoria joined 5/21/17 

 Ann moved to PTC about 6 months ago to be near her daughter and son-
in-law.  She has nine grandchildren from ages 2-27.  Ann says from her first visit 
at First Pres she felt comfortable and very welcomed.  She loves to garden and 
will not be a threat to Georgia fans — she roots for Pittsburgh.   

 Arlene and Fred have been residents of 
Peachtree City for 30 years.  They have a son 
and a daughter and two granddaughters, both 
eight years old. Fred and Arlene met, married 
and lived in Bermuda for 20 years.  There they 
joined Christ Church, Warwick, which is the 
oldest Presbyterian Church in Bermuda and 
Western Hemisphere (North & South America). 
 Fred was born and raised in the Baptist 
church.  He served in the Air Force for four 
years as a sergeant, then joined the Depart-
ment of Defense.  He was a telephone special-
ist for the DoD Navy for 19 years and the DoD 
Army for 22 years.  Just tried to cover all his 
bases!  Fred collects coins and stamps and en-
joys books. 
 Arlene was born in Preston, England, 
and attended St. Margaret’s Presbyterian 
Church, now Fulwood U. R. C. (The United Re-
formed Church was created by uniting the 
Presbyterian, Congregational Churches, and 
the Churches of Christ in England and Wales.)  
She graduated with a degree in math and spent 
the next 41 years teaching.  She taught at Flint 
River Academy, Woodbury GA, and Our Lady 
of Victory, Tyrone GA, after moving to Fayette 
County.  She will even now occasionally fill in 
as a tutor in math.  Arlene enjoys all needle 
crafts—sewing, knitting, crocheting, tatting, etc. 

 Nancy was born and raised in Clayton County 
but moved across the county line to Fayetteville in 
1970.  She and her husband owned Bartlett Services, 
an auto repair shop, in Fayetteville for many years.  
They were married for 50 years and built a house to-
gether, built a business together, raised a family to-
gether, and generally enjoyed life.  Nancy sought a 
“new beginning” since losing both her husband and 
son in the past four years.  She comes to us from 
Fayette Presbyterian Church where she was very ac-
tive in the life of the church.  Nancy loves to garden, 
do home projects such as painting and sewing, and 
reading.  Let’s all pitch in and get Nancy involved in 
some FPC projects.  

 Amy and her husband, Jeff, moved to the Atlanta area because of Jeff’s 
job with Delta.  Like Ann, the Morgan family felt immediately welcomed at First 
Pres.  Jonathan (9) will be in 4th grade at Kedron Elementary and Victoria (5) will 
enter kindergarten there in the fall.  Amy loves to knit and crochet (think Prayer 
Shawl Ministry).   

AND OTHERS TO MEET AGAIN 

Class of 2020 Elders and Deacons and the 2018 Nominating Committee.   

 Elder - Fred Bryant.  Colonel (US Army, Retired) Fred Bryant currently serves as the 
President and Owner of Federal Land Reuse Solutions, LLC.  From 2006 until 
2016, he led the redevelopment of a comprehensive reuse plan for over 1100 
acres of property on the former Fort Gillem.  A veteran of thirty-years Army ser-
vice, Fred served in numerous leadership and staff jobs in the Infantry and the 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps.  Fred and Carol are proud and active members 
of First Pres.  He sings in the Chancel Choir and with the Elders male quartet.               

 Elder - Linda Sue Allman.  Linda Sue and David joined First Presbyterian in 
2015 after moving to PTC.  They are blessed to have their three children living in 
the Atlanta area with spouses and six grandchildren.  Linda Sue is a retired Early 
Childhood Educator.  Since joining First Presbyterian, she has served as a VBS 
teacher, Children's Church volunteer, Circle Bible Study leader, and Shawl Minis-
try volunteer.  Linda Sue and David served on First Presbyterian’s  First. Faithful. 

Forever. Capital Campaign. 

  Deacon - Cathy Olson.  Cathy was born and raised in Parma Heights OH, and attended 
Parma-South Presbyterian Church.  She graduated from Bowling Green State University, where she met 
her husband, Dave.  Cathy majored in Elementary and Special Education; her Mas-
ter’s Degree from the University of Northern Colorado is in Learning Disabilities; she 
taught mostly kindergarten for 32 years.  Dave and Cathy have two children, Rachel 
and Erik, who grew up in FPC and now live in Atlanta with the Olsons’ four grand-
daughters.  Cathy enjoys walking, reading, crocheting, gardening, and spending 
time with family and friends.   

  Deacon - Jackie Isaacson.  After moving to Peachtree City in 2010 and 
periodically visiting First Presbyterian, Jackie and Cliff joined the church in August of 
2013.  A native of Michigan's Upper Peninsula, Jackie is happy to now call 
Peachtree City home.  She received her bachelor's degree from Michigan State Uni-
versity and master's degree from Bowling Green State University.  Jackie is the Di-
rector of Communications and Aglaia Editor at Phi Mu Fraternity.  She volunteers for the AFA Foundation 
and Clark and Luke's Cub Scout Pack.   

 Welcome Victoria Pou as our new (interim) Children’s Ministry Director.  Victoria 
and her husband, Philip live in Peachtree City.  They joined First Pres in September 
2016 and immediately started getting involved.  Victoria grew up in North Fayette Coun-
ty and graduated from Sandy Creek High School.  She attended UGA for her undergrad 
work and The Citadel for her Master’s in counseling.  She is a counselor at A New Start 
Counseling Center in Fayetteville, and works for State Farm.  Victoria has a gentle spirit, 
a ready smile, and a love for children.  She recently accepted the position as Children’s 
Ministry Director just as VBS was gearing up for 2017.  She and her staff of volunteers 
pulled together an awesome “Everywhere Fun Fair.”                                                                     
    Thanks for jumping right in, Victoria!  

 Jessica Ding our new nursery assistant through July will be beginning her junior 
year at the University of West Georgia in August, with her area of focus in Criminology.  
Jessica is a native of Coweta County and grew up attending Heatherwood Baptist 
Church in Newnan.  Jessica shared,  "Ever since I first started going to church and got 
saved, I have always wanted to help and volunteer at a church when I got older.  I be-
lieve God has answered me and provided me with this job as a nursery worker here at 
First Presbyterian Church."                                                                                                                   
        Stop by Children’s Church on Sunday morning to say hello to Jessica. 

 

Nominating Committee - Carol Bryant, Ana Stemkoski, Isaac Oh 

 


